The Beaconsfield Biased!

Beaconsfield U-15's V Phoenix U-15's

Beaconsfield achieved a great home victory over an improving Phoenix side. Three tries
from back-rower Henry Chart and one from the captain and centre Jamie Ells gave a 22-
10 victory to the home side.

It didn't take long for the first score of the match, with No.8; Henry receiving the ball 7
metres from the try line and barging his way though three would be tacklers to score by the
posts. Unfortunately the conversion clipped the upright and went wide, causing Olly
Levesley to curse his luck. Phoenix tried to take the opportunity to get some territory from
the restart but “County” Fullback Matt “Hacker” Collins scuffed his restart allowing a scrum
to Beaconsfield on the half way line. An intricate backs move released centre Danny
Murphy for a break down the right hand side, he was half tackled by hIS opposﬂe number
but was able to slip the ball out of the contact zone and e

release Nick Campbell for a sprint down the wing. One on
one with the full back he was felled three metres short of
the line.

Once again Danny Murphy was on hand to clean out the
ball and drive for the line, he was held up short of the line.
They were saved by an infringement from another “County” =
player; Jack Fleck the Phoenix 8. This allowed “Beacs” the chance to charge at the line,
through lock Jack Leeper. He was dropped by a heavy tackle from the infringer, Jack
Fleck, recovering for his mistake earlier. After several phases Beaconsfield lost
possession and the ball was cleared.

Once more Beaconsfield went on the attack, with flanker Michael Rogan, carving up the
impressive Phoenix defence and releasing Jack Leeper for the line, he was tackled by the
midfield but did well to stay on his feet and start the maul. With the midfield tied up in the
contact, the space was available for the back's to take their chances. The ball was
whisked quickly through the hands and allowed Murphy to once again cut through on the
angle. Though to the try line; he was scragged by the covering Phoenix scrum half, who
managed to roll centre and prevent the try. However from the resulting scrum, Henry Chart
was able to pick and drive for the line. The try was awarded just left of the posts. With no
tee available the dropped attempt slid across the face, 10-0.

It was at this point that Phoenix mounted a reposte, with a deep kick causing chaos
amongst the Beacs ranks. They eventually recovered it but the pressure took it's toll. A
knock on close to the line allowed Phoenix's Jack Fleck to hurl himself at the line, bravely
the back row attempted to halt his surge, but through sheer determination he wrestled it
down. A missed conversion kept the pressure on Phoenix though. With that miss gave the
half time whistle and a much needed break.

Half time allowed a raft of changes for both sides, meaning the momentum could shift
either way. What Phoenix lacked in technical skill they more than made up for with a well
thought out game plan. That played to their strengths; A solid set piece and a cohesive
back's division. (That all play for Furze Platt School (coincidentally coached by me!!))

At half back the lively and aggressive Jack Duddy replaced the more calming presence of



Olly Levesley, who moved out to Fly-Half. Coupled with the direct running threat of Matt
Bankhead at Fullback, meant that the potential for an experimentation in line up was
available.

In what was a very forwards dominated game Phoenix began to inch back into the game
though their powerful back row and large locks, in particular Jack Fleck and Ryan Littleboy
catching the eye. However they could not hold the speed of Jack Duddy, who scythed
through the broken field with ease, as poor ball was kicked back at Beacs. He was cut
down ten metres from the line and the eventual ball from stand in half-back Mike Rogan
released Olly levesley to throw a huge twenty metre pass out to the centre's who were
clustered in left field. Skipper Jamie Ells was able to shirk two tacklers and prove he does
know where the try line is!! (Sorry J couldn't resist!) The conversion was slotted over by
Danny to make it 17-5, to the home side.

Consistent pressure from Phoenix inside the Beacs 22 meant that an unfortunate knock on
occurred by Danny Murphy allowing his opposite number to fly kick into the end zone and
dive upon the ball, despite the best efforts of the scramble defence. With the scores
inching closer and only ten minutes on the clock, the next score would be crucial. 17-10.

Luckily it went to Beacs, and the back rower Henry Chart, who powered over from another
set scrum, after repeated errors and a complete set of scrums all on the five metre line.
The staunch defence of Phoenix was holding out brilliantly and repelled the drives of the
back row repeatedly, until they had run out of luck and Henry ploughed over.

Our thoughts go to “Hacker” Collins (My captain at Furze Platt), who ripped his Acromio-
clavicular joint tackling Henry and will be out for the season. Let's hope can regain form
and his place in the county squad for next year.



